Rarameikos Society

Magic-Users event. The herald recites the character's suc- Fealty
A magic-user may set up his tower in some  cesses in his efforts to gain clear title to his fief. Fealty in Karameikos is an oath which de-
part of Karameikos exactly as described in the ~ The Duke then asks the character if he isnow  fines the relationship between the Duke and
Expert set. The Duke will make no proclama-  ready to take up the duties of Lord of (the  his nobles of Landed Lord rank or above.
tion about the tower or its resident, and vnﬂ name of the fief) and to exchange oaths of fe- In the Oath of Fealty, the new noble prom-
by and large ignore its existence3 2ard at fealty’ meiko i al to the Duke and Duchess; to
will receive no title and have et ' i in times of peace with taxes
(other than his personal followers): ds, and in times of war with
However, there is no reason n, supplies, and his own efforts;
user may not achieve landed nobil ledge the heir to the throne and to
exact manner that a fighter or o y ©0 , that heir when he/she takes the
may. Have him follow the guidelin yer to conspire against the throne;
Landed Lordship; he'll be able to the laws of the duchy.
them just as any other character may: Duke promises to support the claim of
‘noble and his heirs to his fief; and to help
end the noble’s fief should it be attacked.
A thief can build 2 Hideout as part of his | If acharacter is so independent that he does
Guild, exactly as described in the Expert set . ]. t think he can swear an oath of fealty to the
However, he, too, can achieve landed ag- symbolic of the " Duke, that's fine . . . but he cannot attain a
bility just as all the other characters can. : k above Court Lardship in Karameikos.
After all, the thief-character does 0ot cof
with words written on his forehead: :
Beware”” To most people, he's just an adye
wrer who wears lighter armor and cs
lighter weapons. Most people, the Royal B
ily included, will not know that he'sa
He could, therefore, become a landed
knight, landed knight, even a baron.
If he is an active member of the Th
Guild, it's likely that his allies will wan
to usc his fief as a base for their operations.
Perhaps he'll want to: His fief can doub
his Hideout. Perhaps he won't want to: In
case, we have exciting adventures as
acter and his new-found respectabili
fight to get free of the Thieves' Guild

Thieves

Che Clergy

ics, as you've seen, belong to one of a
nber of churches. Karameikos has three
jve faiths, and there are usually visiting
ics from other nations who have their own

churches in Karameikos have differing
sophics. They are all dedicated to the
ening of the human spirit through
ation and observation of moral lessons.

s iN the Church

uick note on clerical titles:

we mentioned in the Players’ Briefing,
character class titles are not used in Kara-

CereMoONices anDd Fealiv he Du ; campaigns. A few of the clerical titles
On the subject of atraining ritles of i of er event. The - L¥EL )
we ha\rctwc!iothcr things ttg: discuss: Ceren I ! a character enters r.l'{c clergy (i.e.,
nies:of Attaitiment. and Oaths of a first-level cleric), he is called a nov-
isn't a formal title. When a cleric
3rd Level, the character is judged by
rch to be a full Priest or Priestess.
he cleric reaches 7th level, the charac-
ficient knowledge to be promoted
rank of Bishop. And when the
es 9th level, he or she is deemed a

CeremMoONies

Each rank of nobility has a ceremon
ated with it; when a character is to be
a new level of nobility, he must go
appropriate ceremony.

The Court Lord, as you'll recall
summoned before the nobleman w
mended his elevation; the noblema
of the change in his status (or, if i
or other event, the herald declare
the assembled multitude); the

ther titles (Acolyte, Adept, Vicar, Cu-

and Lama)are not used. When the
oes from 3rd level to 4th level, he is
Priest by the Church.

presented with a brilliantly callig ¢
signed by the Duke, and he is n T kos with ur ch of Karameikos
Lord: nation, Then, th he beliefs of the Church of Kara-

The Landed Lord candidate, having ful- ~ Karameikos or Church of Traladara (Duke’'s  meikos:
filled all the tasks that the Duke set before choice) places the ducal crown on the ruler’s (1) That the acts of assault, abuse, murder,

him, is summoned before the Duke and  head, and he is officially crowned as the new  theft, lying, adultery, and living together
Duchess, usually at an imporant feast or ~ Duke. Again, two days of feast and celebration  without the sanctity of matrimony are sins;

are generally proclaimed.
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that these sins stain the spirit of the doer; and ~ Church cleric. A greater sin—for instance,  other, and that when they do the community
that these sins require acts or ceremonies of  murder—may require that the character not should punish the wrongdoer in proportion to
purification (of severity appropriate to thesin)  only suffer secular punishment (i.e., punish-  the degree of the sin. There isn’t much more
to cleanse from the spirit; ment handed down by the courts) but alsa to their philosophy than that, and so the
(2) That an unwillingness on the part of a p :form SOme great ccrcmony of pun:ﬁcanon Chuu:h is ideally suited to the cheerful and
sinner to purify himself of a sin igise h as , ] adarans.
punishable by scparation from of the Traladaran cleric is to pro-
the eventual result of which is th ¢ for younger people, based on his
spirit becoming too stained eve nces and the examples of behavior

deemed; he Song of Halav.” Traladaran cler-
(3) That the individual's role i * the young, perform marriages and
will be determined by the amou other ceremonies, preach the

tllosophies, and promote goodwill.
ilso fight—to save lives or 1o defeat

spirit bears ar the time of his deat
(4) That it is the responsibility of mg
of the Church to bring the benefits of Chireh evils.
philosophy to the unbeliever, and to remaig A ould mea ‘his 5 50 ~“Approximately 70% of the population of
present even in hostile lands, so that the ben stained thal ' Karameikos belongs to the Church of Trala-
fits of the Chutch be denied to no one who di the afterlife. Thy .
sires them; and
(5) That magic ritual with no confirmed b
sis in formal magic use or clerical ritual const
tutes ignorant superstition, and therefore g
use of lucky charms, tca-readings, pa
readings, card-readings, and so forth
valueless wastes of time and effort.
Most of those of Thyatian descent in Kag
meikos are members of the Church of Ka
meikos; approximately half those of miixed
descent are; and many of Traladaran descen
have been converted by the church’s compel
ling philosophy of the "unstained spirig™ In
all, abour 25% of the population of Kan
meikos now belongs to the Church of Kar
meikos, and this segment of the populitiol
includes most of the landed nobles and m
other powerful political figures.
Many of the members of the Ch
cially converts, don't truly understand
tent of the church's philosophy. phi
This philosophy is that no sin comm
the mortal world is so great that it ca
purified from the spirit by great acts of se
sacrifice. Many converts, however, «
a game with rules to be bent—thar thie ghure
philosophy means they can do anything
long as they subject themselves to the deeds
purification recommended by the ing aid and inspiration from some
leaders after the fact. ) e of man’ OSit ' s . So, though most common folk
You, as the DM, need to know which of otk termination to p - thi ey ' re crazy, clerics tend to be very in-
your characters are adherents to thelCh : rom evil, and are rew. ; d'in the doings of the Culr.
Karameikos. Whenever they've corimi aly @ fraction of the people on Kara-
act which is questionable under Chun belong to the Cult.
trine, keep reminding them that
nagging guilt about the act and shit

1€ Cult of Halav

These are the beliefs of the Cult of Halay:

(1) That King Halav, dead on the field of

 Final Battle Berween Men and Beast-Men,

‘wits taken up by the Immonals, rerurned to
f€, healed, and placed in the deepest sleep;
J That the goal of the Immortals was to re-

1 King Halav to Traladara when it was time

sstore the nation to the glory it held in its

den Age; and

) That the Immortals have decided that

thar time, and that they sent the spirit

ing Halav into the newborn Stefan Kara-

05, that he would grow up to be the next

¢ Cult is dedicated to the idea that Ste-
: cikos will make Traladara into a
jghty nation once more, will arm it and send
@imberless legions out to conquer the
el for the glory of Traladara, However, the
§t gaal of the Cult is to persuade everyone
ading Duke Stefan) of their cause, and
$h't been easy to do. This tends to frus-
iem, but they're determined.
pirc the fact that most people consider
pvists to be insane, it's a fact that their
work magic. This means they must

20ER OF the GRriFFON

purification from a Church cleric 1e ! ! he Order of the Griffon is a military order
A lesser sin—rtelling a lie, for InsStanc the Tig an g the d of the Church of Karameikos. Clerics and
may require a ceremony of purification no  Traladara/Karameikos; and that the Golden  fighters may be members of the Order.
greater than the saying of a few prayers. A Age of the Traladara will one day return to this The Order is a very prestigious socicty of
moderate sin—bearting somcone who did nor  land. warriors; its Members are constantly advenrtur-
deserve it, for instance—might require a day's The basic philosophy of the Church of Tra-  ing, going on quests to help the Church, the

vigil and fasting under the watchful eye of a  ladara is that people should not harm onean-  nation, and the common man. It's held to be






